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. otographer Fran Kaufman seemsto be aways on the go.
Fr om M omen t t o M omen t . When she@not shuttling by subway to and from her
Queens NY sudio or on atrain to her weekend home on
-I-I’] e Ph Ot O g rap h y Of Long Isand, she can usualy be found in one of the many jazz
venuesin and around the metropolitan area, making her

griking photo images of musiciansin performance, and not.

Fr E I n E I l fm E i n Her photographs are being seen more and more these days N
continued on page 28

Story by Tony Mottola Editor Jkrsey Jazz On board the MSNorwegian Sun on a December, 2006 cruise out of New
Orleansto the Caribbean. Thiscruisewasareunion of thegreats. In this
photo, pianist Mike Kokur accompanies (l€ft to right): Benny Golson, the
late Bud Shank (who passed away at 82in April 2009), Jmmy Heath,
CurtisFuller and Buster Williams. Immy, of course, can®keep from
kibbitzing, even on the bandstand.

Photos and captions by Fran Kaufman
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FRAN KAUFMAN
oontinued from page 1

Clarinetist Anat Cohenled a

group including drummer
Lewis Nash,bassistPeter
Washingbn and pianist Benry
Greenat the VillageVanguad
in June.Here, shetakesabreak
during the soundcheckand
listensto Peter@bass.
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Alveser Garnett (right), whosedrumming credertials include work with
Abby Lincoln, Betty Carter, Wynton Marsalis, James Carter, Regina Carter and
Cyrus Chestnut, demonstrates technique to Cbrush master OClayton Cameron
N author of the acclaimed video, The Living Art of Brushes\l whosecreds
include stints with Samny Davis, Jr., Tony Bennett,Joe Williams and

Teddy Edwards.Geting akick out of watchingthemis drummer Herlin Ryan.

| first met Hilt on Ruiz whenhe
cameto Longlslandto play at
Esia Cantina, aweekendjazz
venuein Amagansett,NY, April 6,
2006. loved making this portrait,
and expected that it would bethe
start of anew professional
relationship. But that wasnot to
be,asRuiz passedway in New
Orleansonly amonth later. The
portrait appearedin newspagrs
and magazinesaround the world.
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DenaDeRbsesoundchecksat The JazzStandad, New York City, prior to the
recording of her cds, Dena DeRose Live At the JazzStandard, Vols 1 and 2 for
Maxdzz.Martin Wind wason bassMatt Wilson on drums.

I raninto
bassistPeter
Washingbn ata
rehearsalprior
to his
performance
with the Lewis

the Litchfield
JazzFesival
eatlier this
month. Took

you aminuteto F& =

recognizehim
in that hat?
Metoo.

on CD jackets, in magazines, online N

and especialy on aphoto blog and archive
at Jazz Radio WBGO®Webste, where Fran
regularly postsimages of musiciansin
rehearsd, in the gudios, in dressng rooms,
in the clubs, at the festivals and seemingly

., everywhere dsejazz ishappening.

And there shewasthis past une, hunched
down in aConcert Hall front row seet at
NJSS Bzzfest, her trusted Canon digital
cameratrained on the Earl May Tribute
band N stalking momentsto be saved.
Momentsthat tell agtory.

Having become an admirer of the diginctive
gyle and warmth of Ms. Kaufman@work |
said helo after the sat and we promised to
bein touch. Later in the summer the Jrsey
Jazz Editorsjoined Fran for aleisurely lunch
in a Greenwich Village restaurant garden
and we learned alittle about how this Bronx
native and former televison executive came

Nashquintetat |\

to beliving apassonatelifeasajazz
photographer.

Turnsout Fran Kaufman wasintroduced to
jazz music the old fashioned way N by a
boyfriend. Thisparticular young prosely-
tizer swain, afriend at DeWitt Clinton High
School when Fran was a gudent at Bronx
Stience, dug Ahmad Jamal, Dave Brubeck
and Ramsey Lewis. Before long the pair was
hanging out downtown on jazz@storied
52nd Sreet hearing the likes of Charlie
Parker and lots of other bopsers Fran was
well on her way to becoming a full-fledged
jazznik when the somewhat snooty peer
pressure of her Hunter College classmates
geered her to theworld of classca music.
You know, the good stuff. Other longer-term
distractionsensued N a23-year career as
Vice Presdent of Public Affairsfor the
Children@Televison Workshop and the
raising of four children, for example.

| wasin one of the rehearsalroomsat the Steinway Shavroom on 57th Streetto make somephotosfor the
cover of Cyrus Chestnut®Cyrus Plays Elvisalbum. It wasa brutally hot day, and afir e downtown took out
all of the subway sewvice betweenPenn Station and uptown. When Cyrusarrived on the train from
Baltimore, hehadto walk to 57th Streetin 100degreeheat. He changedfrom his sweat-s@kedtravel outfit
into his (playing clothesQand performedwhat wasessenilly aprivate concert for meandarepresentaive

of Koch Records.8/25/07.

continued on page 30
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When Paquito D@iveratook abreak from therecording session
CD, 1@ Be Seéng You: A Seatimental Journey, he headedfor the couch. | couldn®resist
making this photo of Paquito sleepingwith his beloved clarinet. Paquito hasthis photo
on his piano, but he warns people when he seesme,ODor®trust her!Cand laughs his
Paquito laugh. (P.S.I think hetrustsme.)At Avatar Studios,1/07/06.

VocalistNancyKing usingacarton asanimpromptu
drum to demonstraterhythm at aMaster Classduringthe

FRAN KAUFMAN
oontinued from page 29

Then oneday in the early 1990s, spending
timewith her second husband in Eagt
Hampton, NY, Fran sumbled on college
radio station WLIU-FM. It wasthe only
gation that camein clearly and it played,
you guessed it, jazz. An old flame was
rekindled and Fran fdl in love with the
music al over again N thistime for good.

In abit of serendipity, photography sepped
into the picture aswell. Fran had aways
been interested in the medium, often work-
ing with photographersat CTW, and she
happened on an opportunity through a
friend of festival producer John Schreiber to
get a photographer@pass for the American
Music Fegtival in Rochester in 1998. The
event ishighlighted in Fran@memory by a
white-knuckled small plane flight home
through athunderstorm shared with a con-
genial Tito Puente. Thetrip resulted in an
exhibit of her festival photographsat the
Henry Sreet Settlement House on
Manhattan@lower east sSde, and Fran was
on her way asajazz photographer.

Thefledgling set about honing her ills,
taking classesat Cooper Union and the
Internationa Center of Photography, and
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for Regina Carter®

2007Portland JazzFesival, February 2007.

she credits her teacherswith helping set an
artigtic course.

Mon®just make a picture, have a point of
viewOKaufman says Orhink of what you are
doing asabody of work and tell agtoryO

One of her firgt breaks came when she
landed the job as house photographer for
Hot House The magazinejob gave her access
to the clubsand musicians, and a steady
outlet for her pictures. Later on came
another house job when Fran offered her
framed photos of jazz musiciansto decorate
alLongldand diner-turned-jazz club in
exchange for house photographer satus.
The club was short-lived, but it had a pretty
good Baldwin Grand and Fran spent a year
or 0 being fed and meeting, shooting and
gaining the confidence of lots of players,
including up-and-comers Cyrus Chestnut,
Eric Reed and DenaDeRose.

She meticuloudy converts her color digital
imagesto black and white in the computer
program Photoshop and her photographs,
though born of 21 century technology, are
in alinewith the jazz photography of
another generation, recaling the luminous

grayscaleimagery of William Gottlieb and
Herman Leonard, two of the photographers
shemogt admires Her work isher own of
course, and her unposed and unplanned
images, rendered in an uncommonly
recognizable syle, convey theintensty, joy
and commitment her subjectsbring to their
musical art. Kaufman aso hasan uncanny
eye for the offbeat and revealing moments
that reach beyond the gatic performance
image, and the moments she choosesto save
are suffused with the respect and empathy
she obvioudy feelsfor her subjects.

Twelve yearsinto this second career Fran
Kaufman is being noticed. She®had exhibi-
tions of her work at the Brooklyn Academy
of Music (2008) and in Newark at Jazz
Radio WBGO®studio gallery (2009), and
her photosare also seen in Jrsey Jazz as
well, where we@e pleased to note sheisan
occasonal contributor.

But for the photographer, the apex of the
whole endeavor iswhat Fran callsGny dream
jobOnamely working as Official Photog-
rapher for Orhe Jazz CruiseGen event of K.
Louis-based Jazz Cruises, LLC, theworld®
firgt and only producer of full ship jazz
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FryArticleshz

charters She@ just returned from the once-a-year jazz jaunt through

=

the Caribbean when we spoke on the phone recently, and wasraving.
Ceven daysand 87 musicians, Ken Peplowski isthe musical director.
Johnny Mandé led the big band! When Warren VachZsoloed on
Ghe Shadow of Your Snile@here wasn®a dry eyein the houseO

When weather forced the cruiseto cancel itsfirst idand stop, adis-
adter on mogt cruises, Fran reported the Jazz Cruise made do very
nicdy thanksto an impromptu consolation performance by Bill
Charlap, Bill Maysand Freddy Cole. There arelots more photos
and goriesthat will be available upcoming in the Jazz Cruise 2009
Photo Gallery at www.thgjazzcruise.com. Yesthe photos come with
sories Fran also writesterrific captions. (More of her work can
aso beviewed on her website at www.frankaufman.com.)

(lzz brings people together in waysthat happen nowhere elseCshe
says. O try to capture the moment and show things asthey areO

The moments Fran Kaufman is capturing will no doubt take

their placein jazz higtory. Ofou find yoursdf backing into a

misson Oshe says. (Bomeone hasto work at thisso thereisa
document left behind. Jazz isthe unique cultural contribution

our country has madeO

Marian McPartland and pianist Mulgrew Miller celebrate Marian®90th bir thday at
the Tangewood JazzFestival, 2008.

Pio CostaFoundationPresents

circa 27
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The Fornier Women's Club of L.

A beauiful stting for yourspeial event
featuring atheater stage
The Houseof Jersey Jazz

31Westvlle Ave ¥Caldwell, NJO7006

For moreinformation: 973'575'1706
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